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day. On November 21 the force, about 1,400 strong, attacked the
part held by the Ukrainians, and after hard fighting drove them
out of it. Next day Lwow in its entirety was held by the Poles,
but they were not strong enough to embark on an offensive, and
the Ukrainians proceeded to invest the town. The struggle for
Lwow continued till well into 1919, but the Poles repulsed all
attacks on it. Pilsudski had also to deal in Volhynia with that
other Ukrainian Republic which had figured prominently in the
Brest-Litovsk Treaty in 1918; its leading soldier was the Ataman
Petlura. Early in January 1919 it signed a treaty of union with
the Western Ukraine Republic, and the two together made
practically a single front against the Poles.
The German armies had begun to withdraw from the north,
but the areas from which they retired were forthwith occupied by
troops of the Soviet. This Bolshevik movement started on Novem-
ber 17, 1918, and covered by the end of the year a large part of
White Russia and Lithuania and small portions of Latvia and
Estonia. Sapieha and other Poles of the Kresy, parts of which the
Soviet was occupying, organized at Warsaw a committee that was
authorized to recruit a White Russian-Lithuanian division to
oppose the advancing Bolsheviks, who on January 5, 1919, took
Vilna and, a fortnight later, held Pinsk, Lida and Brest-Litovsk.
They were driven out of these places, except Vilna, early in
February by the Poles.
GROWTH OF POLISH ARMY
During the first three months of Pilsudski's rule the army grew
rapidly; on November n, 1918, it consisted of no more than 24
battalions of infantry, three squadrons of cavalry, and five batteries
of artillery. By the middle of January, 1919, the battalions ex-
ceeded 100; there were more than 70 squadrons of cavalry and
80 batteries, with technical units and a small air force, the whole
strength amounting to about 110,000 men.
PILSUDSKI AS CHIEF OF THE STATE
But Pilsudski was also Chief of the State. The Regency Council
had at first wished to keep the civil power in its own hands, but